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Music, robotics, Al: Recording the Lim Fantasy of Companionship for Piano and Orchestra
Labels: news

Having recently reviewed a disc of music inspired
by particle physics [Matthew Whiteside's
Entangled, see my review], on Tuesday 19
November 2019 I found myself listening to the
studio recording of a new work for piano and
orchestra inspired by robotics and artificial
intelligence!

LIM FANTASY OF COMPANIONSHIP
FOR PIANO AND ORCHESTRA

The Lim Fantasy of Companionship for Piano and
Orchestra was commissioned by Dr Susan Lim, a
Singaporean surgeon who is a specialist in the field of
transplantation, robotics and stem cell research. The work
was written by the French composer Manu Martin, and arises out of Lim's ALAN project which aims to explore disruptive
technologies, the intersection between technology and humanity, in the form of robotics and Al, via music. The idea that human
engineering of the inanimate may ultimately produce companions previously unimagined. And that is Fantasy of Companionship
which is depicted in Manu Martin's work.

French composer Manu Martin is best known for his work in television and radio, working alongside some major French artists. His
Lim Fantasy of Companionship for Piano and Orchestra is written for large forces, substantial orchestra along with choir and solo
voice, plus electric guitar, electric bass and drums.

| heard part of the recording at Abbey Road Studios, with Arthur Fagen (musical director of the Atlanta Opera) conducting the London
Symphony Orchestra. The solo piano part was played by the Belgian-American pianist Tedd Joselson, the role of the piano was not
so much that of a concerto soloist as an important concertante part. The Fantasy is in six sections, which tell a clear narrative story.
Musically, Martin's piece draws inspiration from a companion work, ALAN the Musical, and his background in writing for TV and radio
was apparent in his fluent and engaging writing for large orchestral forces. It is always difficult judging a work from hearing sections
out of order, and it will be fascinating to see how the Fantasy builds when the recording is complete.

Dr Lim described the project thus:

“In November 2019, | commissioned Manu Martin to write me a Fantasy conveying hope for the future companionship between and
inanimate and a human, a Fantasy that would ... unfold and explain the journey of a soul from wild to captive, from animate to
inanimate and with the addition of electric sounds, to herald the inanimate's bold futuristic step into a new world order of synthetic
biology, Al and robotics"

As part of the same planned recording, Tedd Joselson is recording, next week, Rachmaninov's Piano Concerto No. 2 with the
Phlharmonia Orchestra, and Grieg's Piano Concerto with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, both conducted by Arthur Fagen.
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A glimpse of work in progress: the National Opera Studio at Rhinegold Live

The current young artists at the National Opera Studio (Photo Malcolm Johnson) Operatic excerpts; National Opera
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The smallest ditty can feel like a marathon if it does not fit the voice: following his appearance with Blackheath Halls
Opera, | chat to tenor Nicky Spence about his career and planning roles

Stravinsky: The Rake's Progress - Ashley Riches, Nicky Spence, Francesca Chiejina Blackheath Halls Opera Tenor
Nicky Spence is patron o...
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Southbank Centre ...
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Beethoven: Fidelio - Toby Spence - Garsington Opera Like many opera companies, Opera Philadelphia has started its
2020/21 season on-line and...

The Soldier's Return: Opera Sunderland's powerful film premiere of Marcos Fernandez-Barrero's new opera

Marcos Fernandez-Barrero: The Soldier's Return - lan Priestley, Austin Gunn - Opera Sunderland (Photo Mark
Savage) Marcos Fernandez-...

| am Here: broadcast of Mozart's Requiem from ENO on BBC Two will also showcase ENO Baylis digital photography
project

ENO Baylis | am Here creative photography installation © Karla Gowlett, courtesy ENO On 14 November 2020, BBC
Two will be broadcasting Engl...

The Auditions: Augusta Read Thomas' new ballet score on disc as part of Nimbus ongoing series devoted to her music

Augusta Read Thomas The Auditions , Selene ; ICE Ensemble, Vimbayi Kaziboni, Third Coast Percussion, CLiff
Colnot; NIMBUS ALLIANCE Re...
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Tom Smail: Blue Electric - Maya (Mimi Doulton), Vigo (Jonathan Brown), Bella (Camilla Seale) Playground Theatre
(Photo Claire Shovelton) T...
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